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Article I

—~ —
The High Contracting Parties undertake to introduce in their re-
spective territories, either in one of the original texts or in their
own languages, the Uniform Law forming Annex I of the present
Convention.
ol desasd 55 595 JSillanio (il 45 WS o agl wnlato plise (b b
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This undertaking shall, if necessary, be subject to such reservations

as each High Contracting Party shall notify at the time of its ratifi-

cation or accession. These reservations shall be chosen from among

those mentioned in Annex II of the present Convention.
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The reservations referred to in Articles 9, 22, 27 and 30 of the said
Annex II may, however, be made after ratification or accession, pro-
vided that they are notified to the Secretary-General of the League
of Nations, Who shall forthwith communicate the text thereof to the
Members of the League of Nations and to the non-member States
on whose behalf the present Convention has been ratified or acced-
ed to. Such reservations shall not take effect until the ninetieth day
following the receipt by the Secretary-General of the above-men-
tioned notification.
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Each of the High Contracting Parties may, in urgent cases, make
use of the reservations contained in Articles 17 and 28 of the said
Annex II, even after ratification or accession. In such cases, they
must immediately notify direct all other High Contracting Parties
and the Secretary-General of the League of Nations. The notifica-
tion of these reservations shall take effect two days following its
receipt by the High Contracting Parties.
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Article I1

In the territories of each of the High Contracting Parties, the Uni-

form Law shall not apply to cheques already issued at the time of

the coming into force of the present Convention.
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Article 11T

The present Convention, the French and English texts of which shall

be equally authentic, shall bear this day’s date.

It may be signed thereafter until July 15th, 1931, on behalf of any

Member of the League of Nations or non-member State.
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Article IV

The present Convention shall be ratified. The instruments of ratifi-
cation shall be deposited before September 1, 1933, with the Secre-
tary-General of the League of Nations, who shall forthwith notify
receipt thereof to all the Members of the League of Nations and
to the non-member States on whose behalf the present Convention
has been signed or acceded to.
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Article V

As from July 15, 1931, any Member of the League of Nations and
any non-member State may accede thereto.
Such accession shall be effected by a notification to the Secre-
tary-General of the League of Nations, such notification to be de-
posited in the archives of the Secretariat.
The Secretary-General shall notify such deposit forthwith to all the
Members of the League of Nations and to the non-member States on
whose behalf the present Convention has been signed or acceded to.
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Article VI

The present Convention shall not come into force until it has been
ratified or acceded to on behalf of seven Members of the League of
Nations or non-member States, including therein three of the Mem-
bers of the League permanently represented on the Council.
sy J9o b o anolr gude cdd gom 5 SN b o gl 51 (gl S o2
90,5 aalgs sl Wle 3N ill |yai j0 dxole ild guac dw p Josdio a5

The date of entry into force shall be the ninetieth day following the

receipt by the Secretary-General of the League of Nations of the

seventh ratification or accession in accordance with the first para-

graph of the present Article.
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The Secretary-General of the League of Nations, when making the

notifications provided for in Articles IV and V, shall state in par-

ticular that the ratifications or accessions referred to in the first

paragraph of the present Article have been received.
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Article VII

Every ratification or accession effected after the entry into force of

the Convention in accordance with Article VI shall take effect on

the ninetieth day following the date of receipt thereof by the Secre-

tary-General of the League of Nations.
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Article VIII

—~—y —

Except in urgent cases, the present Convention may not be de-
nounced before the expiry of two years from the date on which it
has entered into force in respect of the Member of the League or
non-member State denouncing it; such denunciation shall take ef-
fect as from the ninetieth day following the receipt by the Secre-
tary-General of the notification addressed to him.
o oo el ¥le3Y G0 51 Jlo 30 B ¢ygmmiless cnl (sl sadl 3,50 Lokl 4
59 988 y3150 £9% 1l E97 5 iyl 98 yel 30 b Jlo anclr (sLas! bauwgd
s aplgS (o S5 0 gz (Jlw sl aneMbl Jguog 5l

Every denunciation shall be immediately communicated by the

Secretary-General of the League of Nations to all the other High

Contracting Parties.
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In urgent cases a High Contracting Party which denounces the
Convention shall immediately notify direct all other High Con-
tracting Parties, and the denunciation shall take effect two days
after the receipt of such notification by the said High Contracting
Parties. A High Contracting Party denouncing the Convention in
these circumstances shall also inform the Secretary-General of the
League of Nations of its decision.
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Each denunciation shall take effect only as regards the High Con-

tracting Party on whose behalf it has been made.

Cowl aibpdy ©)g0 £92) gl pU 4 &5 (Gualato plaze Bk & Cond LS £925 2
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Article IX

Every Member of the League of Nations and every non-member
State in respect of which the present Convention is in force may
forward to the Secretary-General of the League of Nations, after
the expiry of the fourth year following the entry into force of the
Convention, a request for the revision of some or all of the provi-
sions of this Convention.
Il Sl 31 g Wl 50 (ogmmilsiS Jganieo i o g3 5 3 Jlo dnalr guic
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If such request, after being communicated to the other Members or
non-member States between which the Convention is at that time
in force, is supported within one year by at least six of them, the
Council of the League of Nations shall decide whether a Conference
shall be convened for the purpose.
Mo anolr gLl 1505 (sl 398 LU Jlol oty 31 Jlo S 51 oy aziliz
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Article X

= —
The High Contracting Parties may declare at the time of signature,
ratification or accession, that it is not their intention in accepting
the present Convention to assume any liability in respect of all or
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any of their colonies, protectorates or territories under suzerainty

or mandate, in which case the present Convention shall not be ap-

plicable to the territories mentioned in such declaration.
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The High Contracting Parties may at any time subsequently inform
the Secretary-General of the League of Nations that they intend to
apply the present Convention to all or any of their territories referred
to in the declaration provided for in the preceding paragraph. In this
case, the Convention shall apply to the territories referred to in the
notification ninety days after its receipt by the Secretary-General of
the League of Nations.
ol &l 4 1y 055 e il slo) pB 53 wkillyigo sy sblaio pline (rdsb
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They further reserve the right to denounce it, in accordance with

the conditions of Article VIII, on behalf of all or any of their colo-

nies, protectorates or territories under suzerainty or mandate.
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Article XI

= |
The present Convention shall be registered by the Secretary-Gen-
eral of the League of Nations as soon as it comes into force.
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Chapter 1. The drawing and form of a cheque
S AW IS g b | S

Article I

A cheque contains:
1. The term “ cheque” inserted in the body of the instrument and
expressed in the language employed in drawing up the instrument;
2. An unconditional order to pay a determinate sum of money;
3. The name of the person who is to pay (drawee);
4. A statement of the place where payment is to be made;
5. A statement of the date when and the place where the cheque is
drawn;
6. The signature of the person who draws the cheque (drawer).
Wbl 325 9)lge Gedio Wb S
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Article 2

— —

An instrument in which any of the requirements mentioned in the

preceding article is wanting is invalid as a cheque, except in the

cases specified in the following paragraphs:
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- In the absence of special mention, the place specified beside the
name of the drawee is deemed to be the place of payment. If several
places are named beside the name of the drawee, the cheque is pay-
able at the first place named.

gdigo 58 40l (e canle Jlomo pb Jilio ) g yoio Jomo «gu pf poke Ly 5
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- In the absence of these statements, and of any other indication, the
cheque is payable at the place where the drawee has his principal
establishment.

B asle Jlmo Lol 55 50 50 Sz K40 45 8 b 9 yl50 (il S5 pus &y 50
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A cheque which does not specify the place at which it was drawn is

deemed to have been drawn in the place specified beside the name

of the drawer.

0 oo ol Jlie 55 He5 i (Ko wils aduin g S ooyl 4o 45 So
gl 50 guro 3] aliid oo

Article 3

—~ —
A cheque must be drawn on a banker holding funds at the dispos-
al of the drawer and in conformity with an agreement, express or
implied, whereby the drawer is entitled to dispose of those funds by
cheque. Nevertheless, if these provisions are not complied with, the
instrument is still valid as a cheque.
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Article 4

= —
A cheque cannot be accepted. A statement of acceptance on a cheque
shall be disregarded.

ol (59 o OB S 695 50 (J9u8 )0, Cuegdge (Jgd a3l Sz o

Article 5

A cheque may be made payable:
ol e 10y BB [ 5 ol adi 4] Wilg oo S

-To a specified person with or without the express clause “to order”,
or

b ool oge b €058 g ap g po b b b oo i —

-To a specified person, with the words “ not to order “ or equivalent
words, or

ol ailio BUUIL 5€0,8 Wlg> 909 by b rama (i

-To bearer.

ol -

A cheque made payable to a specified person with the words, “or

to bearer” , or any equivalent words, is deemed to be a cheque to

bearer.

Jol> azg 50 Kz oy alio BN g« ol a3 b» 750 b o s 2 49 Sz
00,5 (0 @ gno

A cheque which does not specify the payee is deemed to be a cheque
to bearer.
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Article 6

—~ —
A cheque may be drawn to the drawer’s own order.
A cheque may be drawn for account of a third person.
A cheque may not be drawn on the drawer himself unless it is
drawn by one establishment on another establishment belonging to
the same drawer.
Al 0uisS jolo 095 Az g j0 S Cawl (S
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Article 7

Any stipulation concerning interest which may be embodied in the
cheque shall be disregarded.

Db s0 (AL o o O Sz 0 Ty ot b

Article 8

A cheque may be payable at the domicile of a third person either in

the locality where the drawee has his domicile or in another locality,

provided always that such third person is a banker.

30 b ol &8lg ande Jlro oliiolsl a5 oxo 53 b b aseds cwoldl Jomo 5o S
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Article 9

Where the sum payable by a cheque is expressed in words and also
in figures, and there is any discrepancy, the sum denoted by the
words is the amount payable.
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Where the sum payable by a cheque is expressed more than once in

words or more than once in figures, and there is any discrepancy, the

smaller sum is the sum payable.
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Article 10

—~ —
If a cheque bears signatures of persons incapable of binding them-
selves by a cheque, or forged signatures, or signatures of fictitious
persons, or signatures which for any other reason cannot bind the
persons who signed the cheque or on whose behalf it was signed,
the obligations of the other persons who have signed it are none the
less valid.
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Article 11

Whosoever puts his signature on a cheque as representing a person
for whom he had no power to act is bound himself as a party to the
cheque and, if he pays, has the same rights as the person for whom
he purported to act. The same rule applies to a representative who
has exceeded his powers.
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Article 12

The drawer guarantees payment. Any stipulation by which the

drawer releases himself from this guarantee shall be disregarded.
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Article 13

—- —
If a cheque which was incomplete when issued has been completed
otherwise than in accordance with the agreements entered into, the
non-observance of such agreements may not be set up against the
holder unless he has acquired the cheque in bad faith or, in acquir-
ing it, has been guilty of gross negligence.
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Chapter II. Negotiation
JGH.Y Jad

Article 14

A cheque made payable to a specified person, with or without the
express clause “ to order “ , may be transferred by means of en-
dorsement.
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A cheque made payable to a specified person, in which the words “

not to order “ or any equivalent expression have been inserted, can

only be transferred according to the form and with the effects of an

ordinary assignment.
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A cheque may be endorsed even to the drawer or to any other party

to the cheque. These persons may re-endorse the cheque.
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Article 15

—- —

An endorsement must be unconditional. Any condition to which it

is made subject shall be disregarded.

A partial endorsement is null and void.

An endorsement by the drawee is also null and void.

An endorsement “ to bearer “ is equivalent to an endorsement in

blank.
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An endorsement to the drawee has the effect only of a receipt, ex-
cept in the case where the drawee has several establishments and
the endorsement is made in favour of an establishment other than
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that on which the cheque has been drawn.
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Article 16

An endorsement must be written on the cheque or on a slip affixed
thereto (allonge). It must be signed by the endorser.
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The endorsement may leave the beneficiary unspecified or may con-
sist simply of the signature of the endorser (endorsement in blank).
In the latter case, the endorsement, to be valid, must be written on
the back of the cheque or on the slip attached thereto (allonge).
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Article 17

An endorsement translers all the rights arising out of a cheque. If
the endorsement is in blank, the holder may:
1. Fill up the blank either with his own name or with the name of
some other person;
2. Re-endorse the cheque in blank or to some other person;
3. Transfer the cheque to a third person without filling up the
blank and without endorsing it.
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Article 18

~ —

In the absence of any contrary stipulation, the endorser guarantees

payment.

He may prohibit any further endorsement; in this case he gives no

guarantee to the persons to whom the cheque is subsequently en-

dorsed.
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Article 19

—~ —
The possessor of an endorsable cheque is deemed to be the lawful
holder if he establishes his title to the cheque through an uninterrupt-
ed series of endorsements, even if the last endorsement is in blank. In
this connection, cancelled endorsements shall be disregarded. When
an endorsement in blank is followed by another endorsement, the
person who signed this last endorsement is deemed to have acquired
the cheque by the endorsement in blank.
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Article 20

~= |
An endorsement on a cheque to bearer renders the endorser liable
in accordance with the provisions governing the right of recourse;
but it does not convert the instrument into a cheque to order.
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Article 21

—~— —

Where a person has, in any manner whatsoever, been dispossessed
of a cheque (whether itis a cheque to bearer or an endorsable cheque
to which the holder establishes his right in the manner mentioned
in Article 19), the holder into whose possession the cheque has come
is not bound to give up the cheque unless he has acquired it in bad
faith or unless in acquiring it he has been guilty of gross negligence.
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Article 22

—~ —
Persons sued on a cheque cannot set up against the holder defences
founded on their personal relations with the drawer or with previ-
ous holders, unless the holder in acquiring the cheque has knowing-
ly acted to the detriment of the debtor.
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Article 23

—~ —
When an endorsement contains the statement *“ value in collection
“ (*valeur en recouvrement “) “ for collection “ ( “ pour encaisse-
ment “ ), “ by procuration “ ( “ par procuration “ ), or any oth-
er phrase implying a simple mandate, the holder may exercise all
rights arising out of the cheque, but he can endorse it only in his
capacity as agent.
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In this case the parties liable can only set up against the holder defences

which could be set up against the endorser.
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The mandate contained in an endorsement by procuration does not

terminate by reason of the death of the party giving the mandate or

by reason of his becoming legally incapable.
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Article 24

= —
An endorsement after protest or after an equivalent declaration or
after the expiration of the limit of time for presentment operates only
as an ordinary assignment.
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Failing proof to the contrary, an undated endorsement is deemed
to have been placed on the cheque prior to the protest or equivalent
declaration or prior to the expiration of the limit of time referred to
in the preceding paragraph.
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Chapter III. Avals
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Article 25

Payment of a cheque may be guaranteed by an “ aval “ as to the

whole or part of its amount. This guarantee may be given by a third

person other than the drawee, or even by a person who has signed

the cheque.
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Article 26

= —
An “aval” is given either on the cheque itself or on an “allonge” .
It is expressed by the words “good as aval” , or by any other equivalent
formula. It is signed by the giver of the “aval” .
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Itis deemed to be constituted by the mere signature of the giver of the
“ aval “, placed on the face of the cheque, except in the case of the
signature of the drawer.
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An “aval” must specify for whose account it is given. In default of
this, it is deemed to be given for the drawer.

pOE ©yg0 30 T o0 Jok Ay sased 4z lp Cilowd a5 wled asiine Wb (pols
ol 0als 0018 0uiiS jolo 28 Ayl A Sl (| o (248 SO

Article 27

—~—y —

The giver of an “aval” is bound in the same manner as the person
for whom he has become guarantor.
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His undertaking is valid even when the liability which he has guar-

anteed is inoperative for any reason other than defect of form.
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He has, when he pays the cheque, the rights arising out of the cheque

against the person guaranteed and against those who are liable to

the latter on the cheque.
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Chapter IV. Presentment and payment
18 9 g &1 .F Jad

Article 28

A cheque is payable at sight. Any contrary stipulation shall be dis-
regarded.
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A cheque presented for payment before the date stated as the date

of issue is payable on the day of presentment.
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Article 29

= —
A cheque payable in the country in which it was issued must be
presented for payment within eight days.
Gl CBlo gy s 39y cld Bk Wb e o HelS jo celo gy B S
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A cheque issued in a country other than that in which it is payable
must be presented within a period of twenty days or of seventy days,
according as to whether the place of issue and the place of payment
are situated respectively in the same continent or in different conti-
nents.
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For the purposes of this article cheques issued in a European coun-
try and payable in a country bordering on the Mediterranean or
vice versa are regarded as issued and payable in the same continent.
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The date from which the above-mentioned periods of time shall be-
gin to run shall be the date stated on the cheque as the date of issue.
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Article 30

Where a cheque is drawn in one place and is payable in another

having a different calendar, the day of issue shall be construed as

being the corresponding day of the calendar of the place of pay-

ment.
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Article 31

= |
Presentment of a cheque at a clearing-house is equivalent to pre-
sentment for payment.
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Article 32

The countermand of a cheque only takes effect after the expiration
of the limit of time for presentment.
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If a cheque has not been countermanded, the drawee may pay it

even after the expiration of the time-limit.
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Article 33

~ —
Neither the death of the drawer nor his incapacity taking place after
the issue of the cheque shall have any effect as regards the cheque.
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Article 34

The drawee who pays a cheque may require that it shall be given up

to him receipted by the holder.
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The holder may not refuse partial payment.
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In case of partial payment the drawee may require that the partial

payment shall be mentioned on the cheque and that a receipt shall

be given to him.
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Article 35

—~ —

The drawee who pays an endorsable cheque is bound to verify the

regularity of the series of endorsements, but not the signature of the

endorsers.
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Article 36

= —
When a cheque is drawn payable in a currency which is not that of
the place of payment, the sum payable may, within the limit of time
for the presentment of the cheque, be paid in the currency of the
country according to its value on the date of payment. If payment
has not been made on presentment, the holder may at his option
demand that payment of the amount of the cheque in the currency
of the country shall be made according to the rate on the day of
presentment or on the day of payment.
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The usages of the place of payment shall be applied in determining
the value of foreign currency. Nevertheless, the drawer may stip-
ulate that the sum payable shall be calculated according to a rate
expressed in the cheque.
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The foregoing rules shall not apply to the case in which the drawer
has stipulated that payment must be made in a certain specified
currency (stipulation for effective payment in a foreign currency).
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If the amount of the cheque is specified in a currency having the
same denomination but a different value in the country of issue
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and the country of payment, reference is deemed to be made to the
currency of the place of payment.
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Chapter V. Crossed cheques and cheques
payable in account
Wl 4 311y S g Gy S0 Jad

Article 37

= |
The drawer or holder of a cheque may cross it with the effects stat-
ed in the next article hereof.
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A crossing takes the form of two parallel lines drawn on the face of

the cheque. The crossing may be general or special.
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The crossing is general if it consists of the two lines only or if be-

tween the lines the term “ banker “ or some equivalent is inserted;

it is special if the name of a banker is written between the lines.
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A general crossing may be converted into a special crossing, but a
special crossing may not be converted into a general crossing.
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The obliteration either of a crossing or of the name of the banker
shall be regarded as not having taken place.
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Article 38

= —
A cheque which is crossed generally can be paid by the drawee only
to a banker or to a customer of the drawee.
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A cheque which is crossed specially can be paid by the drawee only

to the named banker, or if the latter is the drawee, to his customer.

Nevertheless, the named banker may procure the cheque to be col-

lected by another banker.
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A banker may not acquire a crossed cheque except from one of his

customers or from another banker. He may not collect it for the

account of other persons than the foregoing.
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A cheque bearing several special crossings may not be paid by the
drawee except in a case where there are two crossings, one of which
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is for collection through a clearing-house.
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The drawee or banker who fails to observe the above provisions is

liable for resulting damage up to the amount of the cheque.
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Article 39

= |

The drawer or the holder of a cheque may forbid its payment in

cash by writing transversally a across the face of the cheque the

words “payable in account” (“a porter en compte”) or a similar

expression.
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In such a case the cheque can only be settled by the drawee by

means of book-entry (credit in account, transfer from one account

to another, set off or clearing-house settlement). Settlement by

book-entry is equivalent to payment.
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Any obliteration of the words “payable in account” shall be deemed
not to have taken place.
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The drawee who does not observe the foregoing provisions is liable
for resulting damage up to the amount of the cheque.
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Chapter VI. Recourse for non-payment
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Article 40

—~ —
The holder may exercise his right of recourse against the endorsers,
the drawer and the other parties liable if the cheque on present-
ment in due time is not paid, and if the refusal to pay is evidenced:
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1. By a formal instrument (protest), or
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2. By a declaration dated and written by the drawee on the cheque

and specifying the day of presentment, or
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3. By a dated declaration made by a clearing-house, stating that the
cheque has been delivered in due time and has not been paid.
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Article 41

The protest or equivalent declaration must be made before the ex-
piration of the limit of time for presentment.
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If the cheque is presented on the last day of the limit of time, the

protest may be drawn up or the equivalent declaration made on the

first business day following.
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Article 42

—~ —
The holder must give notice of non-payment to his endorser and to
the drawer within the four business days which follow the day on
which the protest is drawn up or the equivalent declaration is made
or, in case of a stipulation (retour sans frais), the day of present-
ment. Every endorser must, within the two business days following
the day on which he receives notice, inform his endorser of the no-
tice which he has received, mentioning the names and addresses of
those who have given the previous notices and so on through the
series until the drawer is reached. The periods mentioned above
run from the receipt of the preceding notice.
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When, in conformity with the preceding paragraph, notice is given

to a person who has signed a cheque, the same notice must be given

within the same limit of time to his avaliseur.
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Where an endorser either has not specified his address or has spec-

ified it in an illegible manner, it is sufficient if notice is given to the

endorser preceding him.
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The person who must give notice may give it in any form whatever,
even by simply returning the cheque.
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He must prove that he has given notice within the limit of time pre-

scribed. This time-limit shall be regarded as having been observed

if a letter giving the notice has been posted within the said time.
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A person who does not give notice within the limit of time pre-

scribed above does not forfeit his rights He is liable for the damage,

if any, caused by his negligence, but the amount of his liability shall

not exceed the amount of the cheque.
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Article 43

—~ —
The drawer, an endorser, or an avaliseur may, by the stipulation
“retour sans frais”,”sans protét”, or any other equivalent expres-
sion written on the instrument and signed, release the holder from
having a protest drawn up or an equivalent declaration made in
order to exercise his right of recourse.
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This stipulation does not release the holder from presenting the
cheque within the prescribed limit of time, or from giving the requi-
site notices. The burden of proving the non-observance of the limit
of time lies on the person who seeks to set it up against the bolder.
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If the stipulation is written by the drawer, it is operative in respect
of all persons who have signed the cheque; if it is written by an en-
dorser or an avaliseur, it is operative only in respect of such endors-
er or avaliseur. If, in spite of the stipulation written by the drawer,
the holder has the protest drawn up or the equivalent declaration
made, he must bear the expenses thereof. When the stipulation
emanates from an endorser or avaliseur, the costs of the protest
or equivalent declaration, if drawn up or made, may be recovered
from all the persons who have signed the cheque.
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